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or notorious phrase " methods of barbarism " as applied to the system
of farm-burning and concentration camps in South Africa yet recog-
nized that he spoke under a genuine emotion, and held him in respect
for having refused to withdraw or extenuate in the storm that followed,
He seemed to have the courage which an immense number who are
not politicians admire in a political leader.
Rosebery, with all his brilliance, mystified and irritated the Liberal
party. Not even his intimates knew what he would do next, and
it often seemed uncertain whether he knew himself. By contrast
Campbell-Bannerman shone as the plain man who always knew his
mind. He held the quite simple philosophy of the party system as
it was understood in these times. There was something called
Liberalism, and there was something called Toryism ; there were
times when the country wanted the one and times when it wanted
the other, but there was never a time when it wanted something
between the two. Thus for a Liberal to dilute his doctrine (or " clean
his slate ") in the hope of appeasing national sentiment was folly, for
when the tide turned, as presently it would, he would be found to
have entangled himself with the very thing that the country wished
to be rid of. He was confident that the tide would turn when the
South African war ended, and that the country would then want the
robust kind of Liberalism which had weathered without bending to
the storms of 1899 and 1900. If so the Liberal Leaguers were trim-
ming their sails to the wrong gale. The vast majority of Liberals
shared these views, and " C.B.," as he was affectionately called, had
from this time onwards a place in their affections which was proof
against any effort to dislodge him.
6
The King's Coronation fixed for June 26,1902, had to be postponed
to August 9 in consequence of his sudden and serious illness which
necessitated an. immediate operation. Between the two dates another
reign was ended by the resignation of Lord Salisbury, who slipped
from the scene almost unobserved on July n when all thoughts were
centred on the King's illness. Salisbury, like Queen Victoria, had
become an institution, having been Prime Minister for thirteen out
of the previous sixteen years, and for the greater part of the time
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